San Jose/Santa Clara Treatment Plant Top Green Power Purchaser

Page 2 of 2


[image: image1.png]SAN JOSE

CAPITAIL OF SITLICON VAIILEY




[image: image2.jpg]SEPA
'GREEN
POWER

PARTNER












Environmental Services Department
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact
October 23, 2007





J. Lindsey Wolf
408/535-8554
EPA RECOGNIZES 
San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant 
AS ONE OF NATION’S TOP GREEN POWER PURCHASERS

San José, CA–For the first time, the San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant (Treatment Plant) appears on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Top 10 Local Government List of the largest green power purchasers in EPA’s Green Power Partnership. The Treatement Plant is recognized for its voluntary purchase of nearly 45 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of green power annually. 

Earlier this week, the U.S. EPA updated each of its top partner lists, highlighting the largest purchasers in the Green Power Partnership. The Treatment Plant is currently ranked No. 6 on EPA’s Top 10 Local Government List. The list highlights EPA Green Power Partners that have completed the largest annual voluntary green power purchases through Oct. 1, 2007.  EPA updates its Top Partner lists quarterly, which are available at http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/partners/index.htm.   

“San Jose is honored to be recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for using green power,” said Mayor Chuck Reed. “Purchasing green power is one way we can make our community more sustainable. In San Jose’s Green Vision, I’ve called for increasing our energy efficiency and moving to 100 percent clean renewable power over the next 15 years. Using clean, green power is a sound business decision and helps reduce our impact on the planet.”

Based on national average utility sub region emissions rates, the US EPA estimates that the Treatment Plant’s green power purchase of nearly 45 million kilowatt-hours is equivalent to avoiding the carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions of more than 5,000 passenger cars each year, or is the equivalent amount of electricity needed to power nearly 3,000 average American households annually. 

- More -

"America is shifting to a 'green culture', with more and more businesses understanding that environmental responsibility is everyone’s responsibility,” said Marcus Peacock, EPA’s Deputy Administrator.  "EPA commends the City of San Jose’s Treatment Plant for making a long-term commitment to protecting the environment by purchasing green power."

“Green power” is defined as electricity that is generated from environmentally preferable renewable resources, such as solar, wind, geothermal, biogas, biomass, and low-impact hydro.  These resources generate electricity with zero anthropogenic (caused by humans) carbon dioxide emissions and offer a superior environmental profile to conventional power generation. In addition, buying green power helps support the development of new renewable energy capacity nationwide.

About San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant
The City of San Jose is the lead agency managing The Treatment Plant which is one of the largest advanced wastewater treatment facilities in California, and treats water from homes and businesses in the cities of San Jose, Santa Clara, Milpitas, Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga, and unincorporated areas within Santa Clara County.  Located at the southern most tip of the San Francisco Bay, the Treatment Plant serves over 1.5 million people, has a system span of 300 square miles, and has the capacity to treat 167 million gallons of wastewater per day.
About EPA’s Green Power Partnership

EPA’s Green Power Partnership is a voluntary program that encourages organizations to purchase green power as a way to reduce the environmental impacts associated with conventional electricity use. The Partnership currently has hundreds of Partners voluntarily purchasing billions of kilowatt hours of green power annually. Partners include a wide variety of leading organizations such as Fortune 500 companies, small and medium sized businesses, local, state, and federal governments, trade associations, as well as colleges and universities. 

To view a complete listing of EPA’s Green Power Partners and information about buying green power, visit http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/.
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